T0. * 3 25 
n EX CISE: 1 
OR, A NE < 2 21 

Compendious Account (3 b 


Of the Several 


E X 211 a 
In FRANCE, 


And the Oppreſſive AE THUG | 
us d in Collecting them. N 


— 


Publiſhed for the INFORMATION of 
the People of Great-Britain. 


LONDON: 


Printed for M. SMITH, in Cornhill : and ſold ET 
dhe Bookſellers and Pamphlet-Shops in London 
and of pions C7 33.7 | 

4 [price One Shilling. ] 


65 a _ 
* "" 
CO flees 


a ; 
| * Bt Io 
= Fg PI 
y 7 by 
* F 


r 


E'? 


, 
* 
* 


To tbel 


CH A 


: 
: 
: 


Service 


. 


To the NoBILIT Y, GENTRVY, MER“ 


CHANTS, TRA DERS, c. in 
Great- Britain. 


Gentlemen, 


HE following little Piece, 
is with great Humility 
humbly addreſs d to you; 
wiſhing it may be of ſome 
Service, at this ſuncture, in re- 
preſenting the miſerable State the 
People of France are reduc'd to 
by this Moxs TER Of EXCISE; 


And 
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(ir) 
And that it may inſpire every True 
Lover of Old England, with a Fer- 
vent Zeal for thoſe Rights and Li 
berties, which we at preſent enjoy, 
is the hearty Prayer of 


Yaur Hu mble Servant, 
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14 E. ne liſh. Nation, in general, ar 
not to learn, now. z becauſe ſo many 1 
Pens, ha ve, in their varigus, excellent Ways 
of Writing, endeayour'd. to acquaint. all the 
World with it. "This I muſt confeſs ; but 
yet at the ſame time I cannot forbear-to 
ay, That, in my Opinion, none of, thoſe 
admirable Authors have Wt upon the 2. rue 
Turn of it: Forthough it is plain and ma- 
nifeſt,. that the HFreuch King, could never 
have built 28 many beautiful and coſtly Pa- 
laces, never have bought ſo many, Towns, 
corrupted and bribed. into his Intereſts ſo. 
many Men irr all the Courts of Europe, and 
kept ſuch. numerous Armies as hé has in 
47, Vithous, vaſt Sums of, Money; apd, 
i 1 tba 


(2) 
that that Money could be no other than the 
Blood and Sweat of his People: Yet, in 
my-.. Jadgment,.. luch..a, Conſeguence, hoy 
natural and plain ſoever it be in it ſelf, i; 
not fftted for «alt-Capacnties. This very 
Conſideration alone, has obliged me to take 
another Method; and that I may the better 
conxince all Men of the exceſſive Tyranny 
of Lewis XIV. I will not make uſe of any 
pathetical Figures of Rhetorick; but only 
ſet before the Eyes of this Nation 4 Com- 
pendious Hiſtary of the Taxes, which the 
French King's Subjects are forced to pay to 
their inſulting Maſter; and, if I am not 
extremely miſtaken, theſe will giye us a 
true and impartial Idea of the Gentleneſs 
of the French Government, which is fo 
much talked of, and ſo much admired by 
the Enemies of the Felicity of England. 
3 Cel il 03 een 2911 It DAY 1: 


Tove n the Execrition of my Deſign 
may ſeem at firſt pretty eafy; yet when it 
is narrowly and throughly examined into, 


it will be found attended with innumerable 


Difficulties ; and T dare ſay, that the matter 
T defign to handle now, is not only an Ori- 


ginal, but alſo à very dark Myſtery, almoſt 


impenetrable to Strangers, and much un- 
known to the greateſt part of French-men 
themſelves. "Tis not then to be expected 
that I ſhall be nicely exact in every parti- 
cular ; that is what I dare not promiſe: oy 
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. 
what I engage my ſelf to do, is to advance 
nothing in theſe Papers, but what ſhall be 
moſt certainly true, and which I have ſet 
down, as they have occurred to my Mind, 
without having any regard to the Antiquity 
of the Taxes I ſpeak of. Another difficulty 
which has been almoſt inſuperable to me, 
is a genuine Tranſlation of the Names which 
the French have given to thoſe Impoſitions: 
For as England has always vigorouſly pre- 
fryed - Her LIBER TTE'S, the very 
Words which expreſs the S$ervituxe'and 
Slavery of other Nations, are wanting in 
her Language. O fortunate Hland ! may ſt 
thou for ever continue in that happy Igno- 
rance! G va fic 9900} MODERN 
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* AE Taillei is a Tas, or Subſidy, which 
was formerly granted to the Kings of 
77 range, by the Three Eſtates of the EKing- 
dom, upon ſome extraordinary and emer- 
gent; Occaſions: But in proceſs of time, it 
becgme a Tax Jure Diving, and, was con- 


tinued in ſucceſſion by Arbitrary Power. 


Lewis XI. who was the firſt that openly 
invaded the Liberties of his Subjects, was 
alſo the firſt that raiſed this Tax without the 
Conſent of the Three Eſtates, and who made 


g ſucceſſive likewiſe. The Taille is three- 
1 


ld ; vis. Neal, Perſonal, and Mix'd. 
Real, is when it is only impoſed upon Lands, 
as in ſome parts of the Province of Guienne, 
where a Man muſt pay a certain Sum to the 
King for every Acre of Land he is poſſeſsd 
of. Perſonal, is when it is aſſeſs d upon 
25 Fexſonal Eſtate; that is, among the 
neh, the Money that a Man is ſuppoſed 

to have in his own hands, or to be worth 


in Lands, and Houſes, by bis Induſtry, Art, | 


or e to get as Laſtly, the 
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Goneſſe 


(5) 
Mix'd is fo denominated, becauſe in Tome 
parts of that Kingdom the Lands are not 
only aſſeſſed fo much per Acre, but the Pro- 
prietor beſides is taxed for his Money, Art, 
and Ability. This Explanation I thought 
neceſſary for the better underſtanding of my 
Subject. | | 


THE Real Taille, though very burthen- 
ſome, yet however it is the leaſt heavy upon 
the People : For if a Man has but forty Acres 
of Land, he cannot be aſſeſſed for fifty; 
whereas in all Provinces of France, except 
Cuienne, the Taille being every-where 
Perſonal, or Mix d, a Man is aſſeſſed for 
what he has, and for what he has not, that 
being at the Diſcretion of the Intendant 
of the Provinces, or ſome other Officer, called 


Eleus, who are only appointed for thoſe. 


things. Hence it comes to paſs, abundance 
of People are aſſeſſed much more than what 


their 'yearly Rent is really worth; and a 


Cobler, or other poor Fellow, that hath no- 
thing in the World to live on but the benefit 
of his Arms, ſhall yet notwithſtanding be 
taxed four or fiye Crowns a Year, Were it 
not beyond my Deſign, I could eaſily give 
you many inſtances of the extreme heavineſs 
of this Tax; bat for brevity ſake I ſhall 
content my ſelf with this : That a Baker of 
Goneſſe near Paris, was aſſeſſed for his 
FRY «4 Perſonal 
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Tuben. Estate, though he had not an Inch 

„Io French Crowns a Year; that 

is 124 Sterling. This is a Pattern by 

Rees, e may readily Judge % * wol 
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To fay poſitively Wh au! NY — 
amounts to, that is impoſed upon the King. 
dom for this Taille, is in a manner im- 
poſſible 3. for the 727 rench King does en- 
creaſe or diminiſh it according as he Himſelf 

leaſeth;; That is to ſay, according to the 
8 he ſees himfelf oblig'd: to be at. 
An. 1684, when was in France, the ſaid 
Sam amounted to Forty Millions of French 
Livres ; that is, above Three Millions Ster- 
ling: But if we conſider, that at that time 
the French King had Peace with all the 
World, we may A belieye that this Tax 
exceeds now Fifty Millions and. above. How 
this Tax is impoſed and levied, all inquiſitive 
Perſons, I hope, will be glad to know; and 
therefore fox their ſatisfaction, III relate it 
as plainly as the knen of the matter will 
e | * ej 


Eſtate: B 
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Tux 8 revlyech firſt | in his Council 


What Sum of Money 1s to be levied on his Tur K 
Subjects; then Commiſſions are iſſued forth Seat, it is 
to the General Treafurers of the Genera/ities * 
al the Kingdom, to give them power to ut equal 
| | „* a leyy obſerved, 
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(7) 
the Sum agreed upon. Theſe Com- 
being feeeived, the Treaſurers 
e 4 Diviſion! of the Sum to bes levied, 
oport ionable ' ro'the Extentof ch ſeveral 
Biaktkiuns undet them; which Diviſton, or 
Rpartition, is ſent to the Kingy whothere= 
por ſends a Commiſſion to the Office of 
ach Election, by ahich they are ordered 
ind enabled te raiſe fuch a Sum in theis 
eſpective Diſtticts. Theſe Officers meet, 
ind make the Regiſtoss of Taxes,” wherein 
ach Town,” Borough; Hamlet or Pariſh, is 
aſſeſſed. Each Pariſh has oe of: thoſe Re- 
tiſters ſent to it, bereupon the Inhabitants 
make choice of ber of more of chem to rate 
ne Sum aſſeſſed by the Officers of the E- 
tions. Theſe are called Collectors, and 
bey tax each Inhabitant' according to his 
Eltate: But though they are forbidden to 
do it out of a any ill-will or malice, yet they 
will eaſe their Friends, though tey-crufty 
the: others: And this is the cauſe of à great 

many Miſehiefs, and of divers Families 
being . rined 4 _ FR 
Newards, 


4 


Tr kingdom if Flaws being) 0 very 
great, it is not Forty nor Fiſty Miltions that 
would ruin its Inhabitants; Were that Sum 
but equally ſhared; but; as have already 
obſeryed, ſome being caſed, When others 
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(8) 
are over - charged, and this Mis ſortune coming 
upon every Man in his turn, the Collector 
being changed ſo every Vear, it happens that 
at laſt all become poor and miſerable. Well; 
we have now ſeen how that Tax is impoſed; 
let us in the next place ſee how it is levied. 
Should I ſay that the manner of collecting 
the Taille, is very near as grie vous as the 
Taille it ſelf; I ſhould ſay nothing but what 
is very true, though at firſt it! ſeems almoſt 
incredible. To clear therefore this point, I 
ſhall obſerve to you only, That the People 
being grown very poor, they cannot exactly 
y all that they are aſſeſſed; and upon 
failure thereof, Which muſt be Quarterly, 
the General Receiver, or Treaſurer of each 
Election immediately ſends an Officer, called 
Porteur de Contrainte, or Commiſſary, to 
quarter upon the Collectors, or. Inhabitants 
of ſuch a Pariſh, which is fo in Arrear, with 
two or three Men, whoſe: Pay amounts to 
Thirteen or Fourteen Shillings a Day; where 
they remain till they have other Orders from 
the Receiver, which he never grants but 
upon full payment. And tho? this way of 
Levying is rude and ſevere, yet it is very 
gentle, if compared with what they do in 
ſome [Provinces of France, where the Ne- 
cetvers, inſtead of Commiſſartes, make ulc 
of. Soldiers, whom they quarter at diſcre- 


tion upon thoſe who make the leaſt default 
. > 
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in payment. And this is nothing leſs. chan 1 

Dragoons. is allo worth our Remark 
to oblerye, That when an Inhabitant is be- F 

come ſo poor, as he is utterly. unable to pay 

his Tax, or ſuppoſe that the Collector ſhould 

proye a Rogue, and play away the King's 

Money, the other Inhabitants are bound q ae 

anſwer foreach of theſe Difaiters, ; St 413K 


TuERE are ſome Provinces in France N 
that are not liable to the Taille; for, thols 3; $50 
of Burgundy, Britany, and Languedoc, = 
xe free from it, at leaſt as to the Name: For B 
truly at the bottom, they pay too as well as 0 
the reſt ; but with this only difference, That l 
inſtead of Taille, their Subſidy is called 1 
Don Gratuit, a Free Gift of the Eſtates of * | We" 1 
thoſe Provinces. What thoſe of Burgundy 3 | We. 
vive, I cannot tell at preſent ; but the Free "| WM 
Gift of Britany and Languedoc amount qi 044 


every Year to aboye Six Hundred Thouſand Me 
Pounds of our Engliſh Money. Thoſe who i 
ue not throughly acquainted with the State A 
o France, will likely fall into a 876 | wh 1 


Miſtake at the firſt reading of this, and N 
fancy to themſelves, That the States of 2 4 U 
. are like the Parliament of England; 
but left 1 ſhould give any occaſion for ig 
great an Erraur, I think it neceſſary to ex- 1 
plain my ſelf. The truth is, That the \ 
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610) 
ſormetly like thoſe of England, but now they 
are only a Shadow of what they have been. 
They meet every Year, and upon their 
meeting, the Governour of the Provinces, 
or ſome other Great Lord, demands from 
them, in the Name of the King, Three or 
Four Millions of Livres, more or leſs, as 
the King pleaſeth. His Speech, for the 
Formality ſake, is. indeed taken into Con- 
ſideration; but the Sum muſt be granted, 
with this only Shadow, or Remain of Au- 
thority, That they grant ſome what leſs, per- 
haps by Fifty Crowns, than the King hath 
demanded. This is all; for they have no 
Power to meddle with any other Affairs. 
After ſucha Digreſſion, which I havethought 


neceſſary for my Reader's Information, give 


me leave to reſume the Thread of my Dif- 
courſe. | 


SoME Towns alſo are free from the Taille; 
but inſtead of that, they pay ſome other 
Duties, more than an Equivalent with that 
Horrid Tax: Thoſe Duties are called En- 
tries; but they deſerve to be conſidered 4- 
part by themſelves in another Article, which 
will be no leſs curious, or uſeful to be 
known. Where the Taille is Perſonal, the 


Noblemen and Chief Magiſtrates, as Coun- 
ſellors in Parliament, are alſo free from it, 
at leaſt as to their Perſonal Eſtate; but 1 
8 Lands 
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Lands are aſſeſſed, as well as thoſe of other 
Men, except ſeven or eight Acres, and pro- 
vided they plough them themſelves, as 
the King is _relolyed to loſe nothing, it hap- 


pens that their Farmers are a great deal more 
axed than other Men; and I remember 
thereupon, That a Farmer of a Mannor at 
Villeneuve St. George, called Les Berge- 
ies, about four Leagues from Paris, was 
ilefled every Year * Nine Hundred Livres, 
though he paid but Five Hundred to his 
Landlord, Monſieur de Commartin, Coun- 


ſellor of State. 


THESE are the Obſervations I have 
thought fit to make upon the Taille, which, 
hope, will give a pretty clear Idea of it: 
will now proceed to conſider the Conſe- 
quences of it: For it is not of this Monſter, 
like that of the Naturals, that thoſe die 
without any Iſſue, but this has a numerous 
folterity. The firſt is the Taillon, which 
s an additional Tax, and that was raiſed at 
irſt by Henry II. Anno 1 549, towards the 
encreaſe of the Pay of his Gens d Armes, 
who then lay billetted in Villages, and to 
enable them to pay their Hoſts whatever 
ey had from them. The poor Country- 
nen thought then to have got a little caſe ; 

C3; but 
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but ſoon after they became as much oppreſſed 
by their untuly Gus as ever: So that 
e had been pretended to them for 
theit Eaſe, proved only a Trick to drain 
their Purſes the more. Now every y-body 
Knows, that the cuſtom of Billerting : th 
Cen, d Armes in Villages, has been laid 
all de; but for all” that, the Taillon is ſtill 
c6titimied, and 16 the People ate botind to 

ay it, which amounts to above the Third 
Part of the Taille. | 3 


Tas other Children * is Moriſter 
are the Contributions which. the French Kin 
raifes upon his Subjects, and a Subſidy for 
the Winer-Quatters of his Soldiers. To 
explain this, it muſt be obſerved, That in 
time of War, the French King is obliged to 
quarter his Troops upon the Frontiers; as 
alſo, or at leaſt the greateſt part of them in 
tine of Peace, becauſe of the numerous Ga- 
riſons he is forced to have. Now to keep 
them in Pay, there is a general Aſſeſſment 
ay upon 3 the Towns of the King- 

th, whereb 7 they are forced ro pay the 
ror called the. 2 Inter. Duatters, at the 
rate of Five-pence a ww = each private 
Sentinel; 21 becauſe the Country-People 


are bound to contribute Oats and Hay for 
the maintenance of the Horſe that are ga- 
riſon d in the Towns, when the Troops are 
R e in 
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(13) 
in Flanders, or in other Frontiers, they are 
likewiſe forced to convert thoſe Oats and 


Hay i into Mqpey ; and this is called Contri- 
bution, which brings to the King a great 
Sum of Money; thoſe Commodities being 
valued at the Diſcretion of thoſe Officers 


who are appointed for that purpoſe. Now 


what Sum that Subſidy, or Contributions 


produce, tis impoſſible to determine; - 
it cannot but be very great, conſidering t 
vaſt number of Soldiers that the French King 
has in Pay, and the numbers of the Towns 
he has in France. 


AN p yet how chargeable ſoever that 
Subſidy is, the French Soldiers are ſuch in- 
ſulting and ſaucy Guelts, that the People 
would pay twice as much more, if they could 
but free themſelves from thoſe troubleſome 
Viſits : And this Inſolence is countenanced 
by the Government ſo much the more, be- 
cauſe of the Great Adyantage the King re- 
ceiveth by it, many Towns paying more to 
be free from their Winter-Quarters, than 
they do for the Taille; which they ſhould 
not do, were theſe Soldiers kept under as 
ſeyete a Diſcipline as they are in England, 
and my quartered in Publick-Houſes. 
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AN.. 


ARTICLE Il 
Of the GABELLE. 


HIS is not ſo much a, Tax laid by 
the French King upon his People, as 
it is the engroffing of a Trade to Himſelf, 
whereby his Subjects are forced to buy the 
Salt from him at his Granaries, and at his 
own Price. How great a Profit he maketh 
of that Commodity, few People know; and 
I am afraid, that few will believe. what I am 
going to ſay upon that Subject: For though 
we are uſed to hear of the great and advan- 
tageous Returns that our Merchants receive 
from the Eaſt and Meſt-Indies, yet they 
are not to be compared to what the French 
King gets upon his Subjects by this Ga- 
r j 


How common Salt is in France, thoſe 
that have travelled in the Pays d Aunix, or 
Xaintonge, cannot be ignorant of; but for 
thoſe who have not ſeen the Sa/t-Marſhes of 
that Country, I hope, it will be ſufficient 
to let them know, That a certain Meaſure, 
called Muyds de Boſſe, weighing $200 


Pounds, 
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Pounds, is bought there, at ſome times, for 
Three Shillings and Six-pence, and never 
dearer than Four Shillings and Six-pence of 
Engliſh Money. *Tis there that the French 
King buys de Commodity, to ſell it again 
to his Subjects, in all the Provinces of his 
Kingdom, except Poictou, Xaintonge, Gui- 
520 and Britany, where the Gabelle is not 

yet impoſed. There may be alſo ſome 
aher Tradts of Land free from that Tax, but 
they are very inconfiderable. 


No w tounderſtand what Profit hemaketh 
upon that Merchandiſe, it ought to be ob- 


kryed, 'That the Muzds de Boſſe contains 


52 other Meaſures, called Minots, that is, 
100 Pounds weight; and that each Minots 
b fold, at this time, in Paris at the King's 
eie, for 64 Livres: So that there 
being 52 Minots in each Muyds de Boſſe, 
s 1 have faid, it follows, That the ſame 
quantity of Salt that the French King buys 
br Four Shillings and Six-pence at utmoſt, 
ls fold to his Subjects, at his Granaries in 
Paris, for 3328 Livres; that is, 2564. 
derling. Tis true, it is not fold at that 
ate in all the Provinces where the Gabellè is 
mpoſed; but there is a very inconſiderable 
lfference 3 and now every-where near 
Paris, as in Normandy, &c. it bears the 
lame Price. 
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I don't queſtion, but that at the firſt ſight 
of ſo extravagant a Price, many People will 
be apt to think that I impoſe upon their 
Credulity: but there are ſo many conſider. 
able Witneſſes of what I fay in this King- 
dom, tis very eaſy for any Man to enquire 
into the Truth of this matter: I muſt only 
give you this Caution, That in time of Peace, 
the Minots which is now {old for 64 Livres, 
was then bought for 44 J. but with this dif- 
ference alone, the whole Account is but pure 
Matter of Fact. | 


Ho neceſſary ſoever the Commodity of 
Salt be, that high Price would diſcourage 
many People from making uſe of it ; but 
to prevent that, there are ſuch good Orders 
made, that it is impoſſible to avoid it. 1. The 
importing of foreign Salt, is forbidden upon 
pain, of Death: So that let the Salt of the 
King's Granaries be never ſo dear, yet be-] 
cauſe it is abſolutely neceſſary, the French Av 
are forced to buy it. 2. Salt is impoſed up- ¶ which 
on the People there, as the Taille; fo that would 
each Family mult take every Year a certain favoura 
quantity of it, proportioned to the number thing in 
of their Family and Eſtate: and fo let them there a 
be never ſo willing to eat their Bread andi and Se 
Meat without Salt, yet the King will loieW ther of 


nothing by it. 
'Tars 


(17) 


Tus is the reaſon that ſome Provinces 
are ſaid to be liable to the Salt of Granaries, 
and others to the Salt of Impoſition. To 
underſtand this Diſt inction, it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, That in Paris, and ſome other Cities 
and Countries, Salt is not impoſed upon the 
Inhabitants as the Taille; and that if they 
buy any, it is out of neceſſity, and not from 
any other violence: But in Normandy, Pi- 
tardy, Champaigue, Anjou, and other 
Places, there are Officers appointed to exa- 
mine each Family, and to aſſeſs them a Mi- 
not more or leſs, according to their Number 
and Eſtate. Let People ſay what they will, 
as, That they are ſo poor, that they are 
unable to pay it, they muſt take the quan- 
tity aſſeſſed; and if they do not pay it with- 
in ſix Months after, they muſt expect Mi- 
litary Execution; and God knows how ſe- 
yere that is. 


A Man ſo compelled to buy a Commodity, 
which is a great deal too dear for his Purſe, 
would gladly fell it again, could he find a 
fayourable Opportunity, And there is no- 
thing in this, but what is very natural ; but 
there are ſuch Penalties, both for the Buyer 
and Seller, that it is very dangerous for ei- 
ther of them to drive on ſuch a Trade. The 
irſt Offence is puniſh'd with a Fine; but in 

D calc 
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caſe the Offender be unable to pay it, he is 
condemned to the Penalty of the ſecond Oſ- 
fence, which is Corporal 3 VIS. To be bran- 
ded with a Red Flower-de-Luce upon the 


Cheek, or the Shoulder. And ſo hard a 
Puniſhment ought, one would think, to deter 
any Man from Offending twice : Yet there 
are ſome who offend a third time ; and thoſe, 
upon ConviQtion, are ſent Slaves to the 
Galleys, were it only for a Pound of Salt, 
given, ſold, lent, or bartered. The ſame 
Puniſhment is inflicted upon the Faux Sau- 
niers; that is, a ſort of People, who invited 
by the high Price of Salt, convey it ſecretly 
from Poictou and Britany, into the Pro- 
vinces liable to the Gabelle. 


TE Fiſhermen, and other Inhabitants 
of the Sea-Coaſts, would have a very offi- 
cious Neighbour, were they but ſuffered to 
make uſe of Salt-Water: But to hinder it, 
there are Watches appointed ; and were a 
Man once. convicted of haying made uſe of 
it, he would be no, leſs ſeverely puniſhed 
than a Faux Saunier. 


How heavy that curſed Gabelle is upon 
the French Nation, will appeag, I hope, 
by what I have already ſaid: But yet were 
it fairly managed, it would not however be 
intolerable. For it is certain, that the Cheats 
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and Knaveries committed on that acoount, 


are more to be feared than the Impoſition it 
ſelf. This Tax robs a Man only of his Mo- 


ney 3 but the Managers of it can deprive 
him both of his Reputation, Life and Eftate: 


For the Tools of Slayery and Arbitrary 
Power being always, and every-where alike, 


mean, Covetous, Baſe, Unmerciful, and 
Treacherous; it happens, many times, that 
under colour of ſearching a Man's Houſe 


upon pretence of Forbidden Salt, they will 
hide ſome themſelves in a Corner, where 
they are ſure to find it again upon a ſecond 
Vifitz and this is ſufficient. to fine a Man, 
perhaps, more than he is worth in the World. 
But if a Man ſhould have an Enemy, who 
s ſo baſe as to bribe the Officers of the Salt 
into his Intereſts, and oblige them to ſerve 
that Trick thrice upon him, which he can 
do for a little Sum of Money ; that Man 
ſhall be ſent a Slave to the Galleys, which is 
a Puniſhment worſe a thouſand times than 
Death it ſelf, This Obſervation is not 
grounded only upon a bare Peradventure, 
but there are many Examples of it; and 
were it not for fear of bringing a Diſgrace 
upon ſome Families that are now in England, 
| could produce yery good Authorities. 


I have ſaid, that the Provinces of Poitou, 


Laintonge, Britany, and Guienne, are free 
D 2 | from 


e 
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from the Gabelle ; and perhaps ſome will 
wonder at it; and ſhould I omit to ſay what 
I know upon that point, likely enough 1 
ſhould be blamed. That diſtinction, in my 
opinion, is grounded upon three Reaſons : 
I. Britany being united to the Crown of 
France but ſince Charles VIII. who married 
the Heireſs of that fine Dutchy, 'tis no 
wonder that the Inhabitants of that Province 
have greater Privileges than others, And 
ſo I may ſay the ſame thing as to Poictou 
and Guzenne, thoſe Countries being formerly 
ſubjected to the Crown of England. But as 
for Xamtonge, or Pays d Aunix, truly there 
is another particular Reaſon : For, Firſt, 
Would it not be too ſevere, nay, and incon- 
ſiſtent too with the French King's Intereſts, 
to impoſe the Gabelle in that very Place 
where the Salt is made? Secondly, If we 
conſider how common and general the Inſur- 
4! rections were in Britany and Guienne, in 
if! 1674, when the French King attempted to 
us put that burthenſome Exciſe upon them, 
perhaps we ſhall find a reaſonable Cauſe to 
conclude, That if the Gabel/le be not intro- 
duced in thoſe Provinces, tis purely becauſe 
1 the Inhabitants are no ways diſpoſed to tuffer 
ot it. Their Inſurrection was fo great, that 
1 they were forced to give over that Deſign; 
"7 and had the Confederates but made uſe o 
_ that fayourable Opportunity, it might have 
o proved 
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Reaſons ſeem very probable, and it is poſſi- 


buted to, the Eaſe of thoſe Provinces ; yet 
| take the French King to be ſogreat an 
Enemy to every thing that has but the Sha- 
dow of Liberty, and fo jealous of his Ar- 
bitrary Power, that I do verily believe he 
would have cruſhed the pretended Privileges 
of thoſe Provinces, and impoſed upon them 
the Eabelle, had he not been kept from it 
by other Conſiderations: What they were, 
cant tell, except thoſe great Sums of 


time to time preſented to the King; at leaſt 
I know this, That they were given for that 
end, that fo they might be free from that 
terrible Tax. And I ſee no cauſe why I 
may not conclude, That this is the principal 
Reaſon, why they have not yet undergone 
a Fate that is common to all the other Pro- 
vinces of France. 


Now an Exciſe that is ſo heavy and 
burthenſome, would bring into the King's 
Coffers a world of Money, were he not 
forced to be at ſuch vaſt Expences ; firſt, In 
tranſporting of Salt from the Place where it 
is made, into the other Provinces ; and, ſe- 


ſand 


proved a fatal Conſequence to the Grandeur 
of that Prince, Therdly, Though theſe 


ble that they have in a great meaſure contri». 


Money which thoſe Counties have from 


roudly, in maintaining aboye Twenty Thou- 
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from the Gabelle ; and perhaps ſome will 
wonder at it; and ſhould I omit to ſay what 
I know upon that point, likely enough J 
ſhould be blamed. That diſtinction, in my 
opinion, is grounded upon three Reaſons : 
1. Britany being united to the Crown of 

France but ſince Charles VIII, who married 
the Heireſs of that fine Dutchy, 'tis no 
wonder that the Inhabitants of that Province 
have greater Privileges than others, And 
ſo 1 may ſay the ſame thing as to Poictou 
and Guzenne, thoſe Countries being formerly 
ſubjected to the Crown of England. But as 
for Xamtonge, or Pays d Aunix, truly there 
is another particular Reaſon: For, Firſt, 
Would it not be too ſevere, nay, and incon- 
ſiſtent too with the French King's Intereſts, 
to impoſe the Gabelle in that very Place 
where the Salt is made? Secondly, If we 
confider how common and general the Inſur- 
rections were in Britany and Guienne, in 
1674, when the French King attempted to 
put that burthenſome Exciſe upon them, 
perhaps we ſhall find a reaſonable Cauſe to 
conclude, That if the Gabelle be not intro- 
duced in thoſe Provinces, tis purely becauſe 
the Inhabitants are no ways diſpoſed to tuffer 
it. Their Inſurrection was fo great, that 
they were forced to give over that Deſign ; 
and had the” Confederates but made uſe of 
_ that fayourable Opportunity, it might have 
TO TT Un "Oxy any proved 
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proved a fatal Conſequence to the Grandeur 
of that Prince. T her diy, | Though theſe 
Reaſons ſeem very probable, and it is poſſi- 
ble that they have in a great meaſure contri- 
bated to the Eaſe of thoſe Provinces ; yet 
take the French King to be ſo great an 
Enemy to every thing that has but the Sha- 
dow of Likerty, and ſo jealous of his Ar- 
bitrary Power, that I do verily believe he 
would have cruſhed the pretended Privileges 
of thoſe Provinces, and impoſed upon them 
the Cabelle, had he not been kept from it 
by other Conſiderations : What they were, 
cant tell, except thoſe great Sums of 


Money which thoſe Counties have from 
n- WM time to time preſented to the King; at leaſt 


I know this, That they were given for that 
end, that ſo they might be free from that 
terrible Tax. And I fee no cauſe why I 
may not conclude, That this is the principal 
Reaſon, why they have not yet undergone 
a Fate that is common to all the other Pro- 
yinces of France. 


Now an Exciſe that is ſo heavy and 
burthenſome, would bring into the King's 
Coffers a world of Money, were he not 
forced to be at ſuch vaſt Expences; firſt, In 
tranſporting of Salt from the Place where it 
is made, into the other Provinces; and, ſe- 


ſand 


rondly, in maintaining aboye T wenty Thou- 
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ſand Men, that are employed about raiſing 
the Gabelle, or for watching over the Faux 
_ Sanmers, and others, who would cheat the 


King otherwiſe, in all probability. 


ee LC SLEx 
ARTICLE III. 
Des AIDES. LAID. 


E s Aides are an Exciſe upon Wine, 
which is very conſiderable; but for 
the better underſtanding of it, I muſt in the 
firſt place, tell you ſomething of the Mea- 
ſures that are uſed in Paris. We had fo 


great a Trade at Bourdeaux for Wine, that, 


1 believe, very few People are ignorant of 
what the Meaſure is the French call there a 
Tonneat ; but in Paris and the Neighbour- 
hood of that City, they ſpeak only of Muyds, 
which is the Third part of a Tonneau, and 
contains about 280 Pane, Paris Meaſure, 
which is about as many London Quarts. 
And now after this Explanation, I will 
| proceed. | | 
Warn the ProbrictGre of the Vineyards 
about Paris haye (old their Wine, they are 
obliged 
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thliged.to declare it at a certain Office, which 
i 1 10d: for that purpoſe, i in a convenient 
place, and to tell the Officers, or Clerks, at 
wat Price they ſold it per Muyd, and to pay 
One Lenny. per Livre, beſides an addi- 
tonal we of Sixteen- pence Half-penny per 


have bought that Wine to be carried into 
Paris, ate forced, to make a like Declara- 
tion at the Cates of the City, and to pay the 
like Sum, viz. One Penny per Livre, and 
Sixtcen-pence Halt-penny per Muyd for the 
Additional Duty. But here, we, muſt take 
notice, 'ThattHis Second Office has a greater 
Power than the F irſt; for by their own Au- 
thority, they may arbitrarily put what Price 


they pleaſe upon the Wine, which very 
4 much increaſes the Duties upon it; and, 
. Need knows, they ſeldom, if ever, fail of 
e Ws But over and aboye all theſe Impoſi- 
) tions, they pay for the Duty of Entry 22 
* WLvres per Muyd to the King, beſides ſome 
„ Wether Duties to the Town- Houſe. Wine 
5 being thus brought into their Cellars, they 


Haus, or Penny half-penny, for having 

1 the liberty to ſell it again: And when they 
ſell it, * muſt make again the like De- 
claration as before, and pay the like Sums. 

J | As 

S 

re — — —— — . 

d The French Livre is 18 d. ſterl. 
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May d. The , Wine-Coopers, or whoever 


then muſt pay yearly to the King 8 Livres 


1 ——— — _ 
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rag 
„ 
As theſe Duties and Declarations were too 


frequent, the Wine-Coopers uſed formerly 

to conceal the true Price of their Wine ; bur 
now they dare not do it, for fear of being 
catched: For the Exciſe-men knowing the 
general Price of Wine, as well as the Winc- 
Coopers themſelves, and having Power to 
take it, paying to the Cooper the Price he 
has put upon it in his Declaration, they would 
run the riſque of ſuffering great loſs and 
damage, 


W have hitherto ſeen what the Dutics 
are that the Wine-Merchants pay; let us 
ſee now what thoſe are that are impoſed 
upon the Vintners; I mean, thoſe who ſell 
Wine by Retail. Tis not free for any Man 
in Paris to ſet up a Sign and ſell Wine, as 
it is in London; Imean, after he has ſerved 
an Apprenticeſhip, the time appointed by 
the Cuſtoms : This Liberty muſt be ob- 
tained from the French King ; and for ita 
Man muſt pay yearly 8 Liures 1 Sous, or 
Penny half- penny; this is called The Duty 
of Sign. Beſides, they were formerly ob- 
7550 to give the Eighth Part of the Money 
they received for the ſale of their Wine; 
but becauſe this was too troubleſome, as 
well to the King's Officers, as to the Vint- 
ners themſelves, they made an Agrecment 
to pay 8 Livres 1 Sous Half-penny ior 
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every Mud of Wine they fell, let it be 
good or bad. This is what the French call 
Le Huitieme, and in what Duties that great 
Exciſe upon Wine doth conſiſt, called Les 
Hides; I think now not improper to re-capi- 
tulate all thoſe Duties, that we may ſee in 
one view, what they amoutit to. 


AND the better to illuſtrate the matter, 


I maſt put a Price upon the Muyd of Wine, 


and ſee what Money comes to the King by 
the Sale of that Muyd, that is, ſomewhat 
like our Hogſhead, but a little larger, con- 
taining about 280 Quart. The common 
Price about Paris was, in time of Peace; 
18 or 20 Livres per Muyd, but now it is 
ſour times as dear again: ſuppoſing, how- 
ever for our purpoſe, that a Muyd of Wine 


Is, near 27 Shillings of our Money, the Pro- 


prietor muſt pay, in the firſt place, 'Two ̃ 


Shillings and Ten-pence Half-penny, for 
the firſt Duty of the Declaration; the like 
Sum muſt be paid by the Wine-Merchant at 
the Gates of the City, ſuppoſing the Officers 
to be hogeſt ; (but if they will put a higher 


Price upon it, for it abſolutely depends on 


their Roguery, or Caprichio, I can fay 
nothing to that) and 22 Livres beſides, for 
the Duty of Entry. So that it is manifeſt, a 
Hogſhead of Wine, which was fold for 27 
7 : = Shillings 


be ſold in the Vineyards for 18 Livres, that 
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Stillings Sterling, -pays to the King, beſides 
ſome Duties to the Town- e 38 Shil- 
lings and 9 Pence. | 


"THESE are e the Duties of the firſt Sale ; 
now let us ſuppoſe that the ſame Muyd be 
. fold to a Vintner: As the Wine- Merchant 
muſt get ſomething to live, he cannot ſell it 
for leis than Sixty Livres, having laid out 
Forty- three already, beſides the Expences of 
the Carriage; upon which, he muſt pay 
again for the Declaration One Penny per 
Livre, and the additional Duty, which 
comes to Five Shillings and Ten- pence 
Half- penny; and the Vintner beſides, being 
obliged to pay 8 Livres, One Penny Halſ- 
penny; it followeth, that the King re- 
ceiveth from this fecond Sale, 12 Livres, 
Seven-pence; that is, 19 Shillings, Six- 
penee, one Farthing of our Engliſh Money, 
which - being 5 to 39 Shillings, and 
Nine-pence of the firſt Sale; it appears, 
that a Muy of Wine, fold at firſt for Twenty 
Seven Shillings, pays to the King Two 
Pounds, Nineteen Shillings, IRE Pere 
os . i 


Now tis not t p in Paris that theſe 
AHides are impoſed, but all the Provincesof this 
Kingdom, except Languedoc, Guienne, Li- 


maſin and Britany, are liable to this Excilc. 
| | Indeed 
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Indeed the Entries are not ſo conſiderable 1 

in the other Towns, as they are in Paris; 

bot ch here the H | 
ut t e pay every where the Huitieme, | 
that is, the Eighth part of the Price of their 1 

Wine. And as to the Countries, becauſe - | 

there can be no Duty of Entry laid on them, 


T they pay therefore, in lieu of it, another, | 1 
* which, in my Opinion, is much worſe. As, 1 
5 bon as ever the Vintage is over, the Rats f 
ut Cave, Cellar Rats, (ſo the People call Fi 
ok ae Officers for the Aides) go into every 1 
ons Cellar, be he of what Sort ſoever, [ 
1nd take an exact Account of the Wine they 4 
; haye in them: And three Months after, 14 
"© Wihcy make a ſecond Search, to ſee what is FI 
's Wl become of that Wine ; and if any has been * Ws 
4 ſold, they muſt ſtrait produce the Acquit- | { 
©” Wtances of the Office, which is appointed for 9 
87 the Declaration of the Price, and of the vl 
additional Duty which I have already ex- + 
?> Whplained. And as for the Wine which has 

d Wheen drank in the F amily, they pay another 

"> Whuty, called Le trop ben, that is to ſay, 

s nuch drazk ; and this Tax amounts to 


Livres, or 12 Shillings Sterling. Now 
this Viſit coming Quarterly, muſt needs be 
rery troubleſome : But is this not an unde- 
niable Proof of the Fatherly Care the French 


3 King takes of his People? Perhaps they 
> Would otherwiſe make an immoderate uſe of 
: the 
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the Creature; but this Duty indoctrinates 
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them to be ſober, in pity to their Purſes. 


I had forgot, che Province of Nor mandy 


Mu 
- muſt alſo be excepted : Though others pay rag, 
only the Eighth Part, yet this pays the W obſe 
Fourth of all the Liquors that are fold in dout 
Publick-Houſes; as Vine, Beer, Cyder, ſtead 
Aqua-vite, and the like: fo that if a Quart | 
off Wine ſhould be ſold for Two Shillings, P. 
the King muſt have Six- pence out of it, be- the j 
des all other Duties of Entry, &c. which eiſe 


I have before mentioned. Theſe Duties of and ; 
Entry, are different one from the other, al- to a 
moſt in every Town; but at Rowen, the 
Capital City of the Province, they amount 
to 15 Lrvres per Muyd, that is, 22 Shil 


lings and 6 Pence Sterling. I cannot ſay} And 
poſitively what it is they pay for Cyder, off fold 
Beer, but as much as I can remember of it elſe, 
tis about the Fourth Part of what they payM Farm 
for Wine. It is likewiſe to be obſerved amour 
that becauſe Normandy produces no ine where 
and there are exceſſive Cuſtoms every where 
upon the Frontiers of that Provinee, as wel other 
as at the Sea-Ports ; therefore inſtead of th the Ci 
Quatrieme, or Fourth Part, the King rei vince. 
geives above one Half ; is anot 
e ee . only t. 
_ Waen I faid that the Duty of Enin into his 
for Wine, amounts at Paris. but to 2Meonſiſt: 


£ 


Livre 


i \ 
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Livres, or 33's. and 9 d. Sterling, it is to 
be underſtood, of the moſt Common Wine; 
for the Beſt pays a great deal more. The 
Muſcadine, for inſtance, pays 2 J. 10 5. and 
the Aqua-vire 3 l. 16 5. 6d. But I muſt 
obſerve to you, that the Agua-vitæ pays a 
double Duty, that is, the Fourth Part in- 
ſtead of the Eighthb. i ud 


Trough Britany be a Pays d Etats, as 
the French call it, yet it hath a terrible Ex- 
cile there upon Wine. Such are the Great 


of and Little Duties of the States, which come 
al- to a Hundred Zzvres, or 74. 135.94. 
the Sterling per Tonneau, Bourdeaux Meaſure, 
dun that is, 4 Hogſheads of Wine, containing, 


in all, about 840 of our London Quarts. 
And though this Exciſe is raiſed upon Wine, 
fold only in Publick-Houſes, and no where 


elſe, yet abogg ix Years ago was it let to 
Farm for Th 


7 pa Millions of Livres, which 
ved amounts to 230,769 J. 4s: 6 d. Sterling, 
ine whereof Two Million, Five Hundred Thou- 
wher ſand Livres are paid to the King, and the 
as wel other Five Hundred Thouſand are to bear 
of thY the Charges of the States of the ſaid Pro- 
ng, IC vince. Over and above theſe Duties, there 


is another called Impoſt & Billot, belonging 
only to the King, which brings every Vear 
into his Coffers 500,000 Livres. This Duty 

conſiſts in 34 Shillings and 7 Pence, which 
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the King, takes there upon every Tun of 
Wine. He: hath alſo a Cuſtom. of 3 Shil- 
lings and Pence upon every Tun of Wine, 
brought to Britany by Sea: So that all theſe 
Duties, when compared together, make it 
plainly maniſeſt, that the Exciſe upon every 
Tun of Wine, amounts to 9 J. 4's. 6 d. 

which is more than the Price of the Wine. 

This, I think, is ſufficient to explain the 

Matter I was to make out, vg. Wherein 

conſiſted the Exciſe upon Wines, which the 

French call Les Aides; but to have it more 

clearly underſtood,” I would again deſire the 

Reader, to read it with Care and Attention. 
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ARTICLE IV. 
Of. the ENTRIES 


HIS is 2 Genel Exciſe upon every 
thing that comes to Paris; for no- 
thing there is free, but Air, beſides the Ri- 
yer which runs through the middle of the 
City. I wiſh I could be as particular upon 
this Article, as I have been upon the others ; 
but it cannot reaſonably be expected, that 
the Memory of a Man is able to ſupply him, 
jor ſuch an Undertaking ; however I'll do 
my Endeavour to explain it, as well as ! 
can. 


In the Entries of Paris and Ronen, 
there is included a Duty which the French 
call Pre-fouchie, that is, an Exciſe upon all 
Loven-footed Beaſts; as Oxen, Sheep, Swine, 
nd the like. T hey pay for every Ox, at 


TI bis time, 9 Shillings Sterling; for a Cow, 


7 Shillings and 6 Pence; 3 Shillings and 4 
Fence for a Calf, or a Hog ; half a Crown 
bor a Sheep, and fiye Groats for a Lamb. I 
ſay, 


— 


per Livre, let unto Farm, near 25 Thou- 


more, but indeed 1 cannot now remember, 


as to the Duties of Entry laid upon Char 
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ſay, at this time, for in times of Peace, this 
Duty was not ſo high by one half. There is 
a Duty too upon Fowls, which is 4 Pence 


ſand Pounds. 


T n xg Impoſition that is laid upon Tim- 
ber, and other Wood fit for Work and Ser- 
vice, is let, or at leaſt was ſo ſome Years 
ago, for 15,3 84 J. 12 5. Sterling, per An- 
num. 4 | 


TnAr upon Fire-wood amounts to much 


nor learn, how much the juſt Sum is: But 
this I can ſay, that they pay One Shilling 
and Three-pence, for every Load of Fire- 
Wood; and whoſoeyer will conſider the 
largeneſs of the City of Paris, the Num- 
bers of Families in it, and that they burn no 
Sea-Coals, cannot but agree, that this Tax 
muſt bring in a vaſt Sum of Money to the 
Exchequer. I muſt plead the like Excuſe 


coal, and Hey, and both Salt and Fre 
Fiſh : but the Reader may eaſily gueſs, tha 
they are not in any diſproportion to thoſe 
I have already mentioned. 


E 668 
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Eee 4 Butter, Cheeſe, and all mannet 


bf Herbs pay 4 Pence per Livre, that is, 4 
Shillings per Pound. 


Ir all the Money accruing from thoſe 
Impoſitions, were brought into the King's 
Treaſury, it would amount to a vaſt Sum ; 
but it muſt be obſerved, that from time to 
time the French King createth (to uſe the 
French Phraſe) many Imployments en Titre 
4 Office, that is, Hereditary-Imployments, 
to be Overſeers of the Sales of certain Com- 
modities, with a Privilege, that no body 
mall fell what they fell but themſelves; and 
beſides, they take for their own Uſe, one 
part of the Duties that are laid upon ſome 
certain Commodities. Some Years ago, there 
were 44 Jures (ſo they call them) created 
all at once, to Sell, or Appraiſe Fowls, and 
each of them paid down above 3000 Pounds; 
and to repay themſelves, they took 3 Halſ- 
pence per Livre. A like number was erca- 
ted for Fiſh, with the ſame Salary. Thofe 
tor Hay are far more numerous, but then 
they are not altogether ſo dear, for they 
may. be bought for 2307 l. 13 5. 6 d. Thoſe 
upon Charcoal coſt above ; oo /. but they 
are not many, but thoſe upon Mood are in- 
numerable; and I am very well informed, 


that the French King has received out of 
F thoſe 
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thoſe Offices for Mood, near Two Millions, 
Four Hundred Thouſand Pounds Sterling, 


Nov to re- pay themſelves, wer are allowed, 


as I have ſaid, ſome Duties; but the King, 


very often, demands from them ſome nope 


Money, and this encreaſeth their Duties ſo 
much the more, and is the Reaſon that all 
manner of things are grown gradatim in 
Paris, to ſuch an exceſſive Price; for 
there is a General Exciſe upon all things in 
the World that come into that City, even 
to the very Aſhes, and O/d Lees of Wine, 
and the Duty laid upon them was Let at 


1223 J. 15. 6 d. 


AND this Duty of Entry is not particular 
only to Paris; tor it is impoſed upon moſt 


parts of France, with this only Difference, 


That the Duties are not exacted ſo high e- 
very-where. One Example of this, I hope, 
will be ſufficient : 

Ar Caen in Normandy, a Place well 
known to our Engliſh-men, they pay for 
every Pound of Butter a Half-penny. 


For a Load of Fire-wood, 10 Pence. 


For a Load of Timber, 13 Shillings and 


4 Pence. 1 | 
For a Load of Hay, 1 Shilling and 8 
Pence, , 
For 


* 


3 

For a Horſe-Load of Mood, as they uſe 
in that Country, 2 Pence Half penny. 

For a Horſe-Load of Viſb, 3 Shillings 
and 5 Pence. 

For the Load of a Man, or Woman, of 
Fiſh, 8 Pence. And 

For a Horſe-Load of Corn, 1 Shilling, 


SCN 
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ARFICLE-V. 


Of the King s DEMESNE and 
CUSTOMS. 


Have but very little to ſay upon theſe 
Heads ; for I don't look on them to be 
an Effect of Arbitrary Power: All Crowns 
in the World muſt have a ſufficient Reve- 
nue, either in Lands, or Cuſtoms, to ſup- 
port them ; and ſo hasthe Crown of France. 
But as the French Kings have, within this 
laſt Century, very much enlarged their Pri- 
mitiue Power, tis no wonder if they have 
encreaſed likewiſe their ancient Patrimony. 
The Duty join'd to the Demeſue, which I 
take to be Tyrannical, is that called Lods 
& Ventes ; that is, a certain Sum of Money 

1 which 


— 
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which People are forced to pay, whenever 
they ſell their Eſtates, or any part of them. 
Indeed, this Duty is not in all Places alike ; 
in the Country where the Cuſtomary Law 
of Paris is received, the Buyer 1s obliged 
to pay the King the Twelfth Penny; that 
is to fay, Out of 12 Thouſand Pound, One 
Thouſand: But at Troyes in Champatigne, 
they pay Three Shillings and Four-pence 
out of every Pound; and that Duty is paid, 
the one half by the Buyer, and the other 
half by the Heller. This is very hard. 


Tris Tax, for truly it deſerves no bet- 
ter a Name, is not of the Creation of this 
French King; but about Twelve Years ago, 
he created another very like it: For he of- 
dered, That all People ſhould pay the fame 
Duty, whenever they bartered their Lands, 
as if they had ſold them for ready Money. 
This was harder yet than the other; and 

never were the French King's Subjects ſo 
much haraſs d and plagu'd upon account of 
any Tax, as they have been of this: For 
they have been forced to pay the Arrears 
thereof, if I may ſo call it, having been 
call'd to give an account for theſe 'Twent 
Years laſt paſt. 


* 


Tux Traites Foraines, or Cuſtoms, are 
2 Duty laid upon all Commodities that are 
FI. ES. exporte! 
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exported from France, or imported into it: 
But this in it ſelf is not very ſurprizing, 
fince ſome ſuch Duty as this is generally over 
all the World, and is, no doubt, the lighteſt 
of all Taxes ; yet the French King has 
raiſed it to ſuch a vaſt degree, that it is be- 
come abſolutely Tyrannical and Slavith, Pl 
give you but one Inſtance, v:z, upon Sugar, 
which pays Three Pence per Pound. Ano- 
ther Obſervation I ſhall make upon theſe 
Cuſtoms, is, That the following Provinces, 
to wit, Britany, Poictou, Xaintonge, Gui- 
enne, Languedoc, Provence, Dauphine, 
Lorrain, and the New Conqueſts,\ being 
look'd upon all of them as Foreign States, 
there is another Cuſtom upon all Commo- 
dities that are exported or imported into theſe 
Provinces, which is ſo ſevere and rigorous, 
as if they were exported into Holland. Why 
theſe Provinces ſhould be accounted Fo- 
reign States, I could never hear any other 
Reaſon given, but that formerly they were 
ſubjected to ſome 1 Princes, and not 
to the Crown of France; but pray, Was 
not Normandy ruled by her own Dukes, as 
well as Aquitaine? 


AR TI. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


Of ſeveral TAXES, and Creations 
of OFFICES. 


b HE Office of Counſellor in Parlia- 

ment in France, is not diſpoſed of 
like thoſe in England, for theſe are given 
Gratis, but the others are ſold by the 
French King. There is alſo another con- 
fiderable Difference between them, vir. 
That the Place of a Judge here is, Quam 
diu bene ſe geſſerit ; whereas the Imploy- 
ments of Countellors in Parliament in France, 
are Hereditary : But this muſt be obſerved, 
that to keep thoſe Places to their Families, 
they are obliged to pay every Year a Duty, 
which is called Paulette, from one Paulet, 
who was the firſt that contrived this Tax. 
This Duty amounts to Fifty Pounds per Ann. 
for each Counſellor; and beſides all this, 
they are forced likewiſe to make a Loan, or 
rather, a Gittto the King, every Five Years, 
which is Nine times as much as the Annual 


Duty; 


( 39 ) 
Duty ; and ſhould they fail performing 
theſe Conditions, they preſently loſe their 
Right of Inheritance. Whenever a Coun- 
ſellor dies, or by any Reſignation, his Son 
comes into his Place, he muſt pay another 
Duty, which amounts to the Eighth Part of 
the Price of the Place, whatever it be; ſo 
that if the Place be valued at Fifty Thou- 


ſand. There is an Office appointed for the 
receiving of this Money, and for the Sale of 
vacant Places, called Le Bureau des Parties 
caſuelles. | 


iS 


45 Tun Decimes, or Tenths of the Clergy, 
ö a Tax which all the Clergy-Men of the 
Kingdom pay to the King out of their Li- 
vings. This Tax, at firſt, was granted the 
Kings of France, upon Pretence of a War 
zainſt the Infidels; and, it I am not miſtaken, 
It began in 1189. It was very inconſider- 
able at firſt, as appears by its very Name, 
nd granted only for a certain time; but 


0 lucceeding Kings have found out a way to 

' Wriile it, and not only fo, but to make it 
rk perpetual. 'The late King eſpecially, the 
> Whoſt ingenious and exquiſite Prince in the 
- World for increaſing his Revenues, had 
his niſed it, as he had done other Taxes, ac- 


wording to his own Pleaſure; and from 
lhe Tenth, it is brought up now to the 
Fourth 


ſand Crowns, he maſt pay above Six Thou- 
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Fourth part: ſo that if a Curate hath à 
Living but of a Hundred apy vt; Annum, 
he muſt pay every Year to the King 2; 
Pounds of it, beſides what he is obliged to 
contribute towards the: Free-Gift, that 
the Clergy make every Five Years to the 
King. If the Clergy, who are Favourites, 


be ſo much preſs d, What muſt be the 
Condition of he Leih ? 


TE Paper and Parchment Mark 1 
was impoſed in the Year 1672. And the? 
are ſo called from a Flower-de-Luce, 
wherewith they are ſtamped; all Indentures 
Bonds, Agreements, Leaſes; in a word, al 
manner of Writings, except private Letters, 
and Bills of Exchange, muſt be written upon 
this Paper or Parchment only, otherwiſe 
they are void in Law. The Paper is di- 
vided into Sheets, Hali-Sheets, and Quar- p 
ters of a Sheet. The whole Sheet is fold 
for 'Three-pence, the Half for three Halt- 
pence, and the Quarter for Three-F arthings, 
The Parchment isdearer, for you muſt give -:T 
Twenty- pence for a Skin, Now whoſoever | Cont 
conſiders the great Extent of France, mull hath 
needs agree that this muſt bring in a mighty 
Sum of Money. 


Ar much about the ſame time that this 


Paper-Tax was impoſed, there was anothef 
3 Tas 


64) | 
Tax found out, called Controlle. Now to 


tightly underſtand what this is, I muſt ob- 
ſerve to you, that whereas Law-Suits gene- 


rally begin, here in England, by Arreſts, 
they begin in France by a Summons, to 


pear before wr} oe uy 'This Summons 


muſt be Controlled, that is, viewed, and 
ſigned by an Officer called 7 7 whoſe 
Fee is ane. 


A LL the Silver and Gold Plate that is 


made throughout the Kingdom, muſt be alſo 


ſtamped” with the King's Mark, and the 
Goldſmith pays for that 3 Shillings and 4 
Pence for every Mark, that is, for every 
Eight Ounces. This Duty was yearly me 


to Farm d AO 2 5,000 Pounds. 


PEWTER muſt be alſo ſtamped with 
the King's Mark, which colts one Penny 11 
8 * 


THE iStockin s coming fron Ford 


Countries are alſo mark'd, and the King 


hath for his Mark Twy-penoe per Pair, 


80 are allo all Hats, and the * upon 
them! is 10 4. a Piece. 


8 Inox, 


4 
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eln Nc, Steel. Copper and Leather muſt priai 
be alſo Marked; but indeed I cannot 5 miſe 
1 lay ou what the Uoty is. pave 


1 VERY Hachen In the WW the 7 
pays Pony: to the King eee 


Tux new Tax upon Chocolate, Tea and certa 
Coffee, was let 2 at 30,769 l. 45. 6d. as th 
>; 36141 hath 

IN many Provinces of Franke, asin Nor- to re 

. mandy, &c. the Pidgeon-Houſes are aſſeſſed Sum! 
1 in Ten Years ; ſome of them pay 25 Crowns, WW him 
4 others, more or leſs, according: to the big- Wl clean 
neſs of them. uy forme 

from 


THE French Nobility and 3 being old, 
obliged, or, at leaſt, uſed to ſpend more been 
— their yearly Revenue, it often happens, of th. 
that they contract ſo many Debts, as makes 
them forced to ſell their Eſtates. Now if B E 
their; Noble Mannors are fold to any Mer- Wll there 
chant, or other, under the Quality of a No- a kind 
bleman, they muſt pay every Twentieth lity, : 
Year, a whole Year's Reyenue to the King; Comm 


and this i is What the French call Tranche People 


THERE is another Duty all over the Tobac, 

Kingdom, called Barrage, which is paid by 15 

the Waggoners and Carriers, and this was 
employed 

. 


(43) 
employed for the repairing of Bridges and 
High-ways; now the King hath appro»! 


ſt priated it all to his own uſe, under the Pro- 
1 miſe, That he himſelf would take care of 
pavements, Bridges, c. But he has kept 
bis Word herein as Religiouſly, 4s heath: 
n, the Treaty of Nimeg ue n. 7 wil 
BvERY Houſein Paris was aſſeſſed at a 
ad certain Sum for the Poor, and the Scavengers, 


as they are here in London; but the King 
hath obliged the Proprietors of each Houſe, 
to redeem that Tax, by paying a certain 
Sum into his Coffers, and he hath taken upon 
him the care of keeping the Poor, and of 
cleanſing the Streets; but how he hath per- 
formed what he had promiſed, e may learn 
from publick Intelligences, wherein we are 
told, That all the Inhabitants of Paris haye 
been now lately aſſeſſed, upon the account 
ot the Poor. 

BESIDES the Duties of the Cullen Houſe, 
there is a Kind of Tax upon Tobacco, I ſay, 
a kind of a Tax becauſe it is rather, in rea- 
lity, an Engroſſing of the Trade of, that 
Commodity. There are a Company of 
beople, that pay to the K ing a Sum of Mo- 
ney yearly, to have the Privilege, of ſelling 


the There. and that at their own Word. 
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This Sur amounts to about $050d 1 Ster- 
1 0 


Abr ns who let —— furniſheq 
in Parit, and all the Inn-keepers upon 
High-ways, have eee _— r n 


few Years. 


Tuoven the Counſellors in Parliament 
be very numerous, yet the French King 
hath lately, I mean, ſince the beginning of 
the Wat, 'enervaſod'< their. Number an 
Eighth in each Parliament, who have paid 
1857 Money ſor their places, each of them 
100,0 Livres, that is 692 . 6s. 1 4. 

2 fart h. Sterling : And over and above this 
Sum, they pay the Annual Duty, as well 
as others, ered each of them have been 
Taxed, ſince that time, 12 Thouſand Li- 
vres, or 976 Pounds, 18 . Wein, 

Tn E French King hath erected En Ti- 
tre 4 Office, the Mayors of all the Cities of 
tlie Kingdom 3 and becauſe this Place is 

e and thoſe in poſſeſſion of them, 
ate ftee from quartering 8 Gf Soldiers, and 
Ay publiek Charges, befides the Honour 

ey hape been ſold very dear. I will give 
bi an Inſtance, the Mayor of Caen 
Normandy, which i is net one of the mo! 


con 


\ (45) | 
confiderable? Cities in Frante, has paid 
about 4000 J. Sterling. n 


THrost bo ſell any Brandy by Retail 
in their Shops, or in the Streets, at a Halt- 
penny a Glas, (as they ule in moſt part of 
France) have been Erected allo; fince this 
War, En Tire de Office, and have paid 
2 3 Pounds, I VE and 6 Pence. 


A very poor Sort of People, called Crizrs 
of old Shoes, Hats and Rags, have alfo 
been Erected En Titre Office, and each 
of them has paid 7 Pounds, 13 Shillings, 
and 6 Pence. 


Tux Barbers, who were Perri wig-makers, 
were Erected En Titre d Office in 1672, 
and then they paid 153 Pounds, 18 Shil- 
lings; and ſoon after, they were forced to 
pay a like Sum, and ſince this War, they 
have been Taxed a- new, each of them at 
8 Pounds, 7 Shillings, and 6 Pence. 
Iwill not however ſay, that in all the 
Cities of France, they have paid ſo much, 
for I would have this be underſtood of Pa- 
ir only; for in the other Cities, they have 
paid proportionable to their Trade. Ano- 
ther Obſervation I muſt make is, that the 
very Country-Village Barbers have been 
_ to take Letters of Licence from the 


King; 
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King; and, I ſuppoſe, no body will think 


that they are granted gratis, when they are 
ſo forced upon —_ 


TRE French King begun 


and Artzficers throughout the Kingdom 
were aſſeſſed likewiſe, To be particular in 
this point, would require a Volume; and fo 
I muſt content my ſelſ, for brevity ſake, 
with one Example, which ſhall be "of the 
Weavers of Paris, the moſt | miſerable 
Tradeſmen in France, who were aſſeſſed at 
7 Pounds, 1 ; Shillings, and 6 Pence. 


ALL Offers of Fuſtice, as Judges, At- 
torneys, Regiſters, | Bailiffs, Notaries, c. 
have. alſo been Taxed, every one of them, 
according to the Fees of their ſeveral re- 


ſpective Places. 


Tu E Barker have been alfo Eredted En 
Titre d Office, but cannot yo! tell whal 
they have 1 


Every Month produces Gans new found 
out Offices, and about a Yearago, the Por- 
ters were Erected En Titre d Office, under 
the Title of Bouteurs à Port, that is, with 


the Privileges of unloading the Boats rr 
wit 


by the Perri. 
wig-makers, to Tax Tradeſmen : For in a 
little while aſter, all the other Tradeſmen 
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with Wine, and ſome other Commodities. 
They paid each of them about 800 /. Ster- 
ling, and they are allowed about Five-pence 
per Tun. This will look ſomewhat Ro- 
mantick, at leaſt, very ſurprizing; but it 
muſt. be conſidered, that theſe Places being 
Hereditary, and of a great Revenue, a Man 
can make no better uſe of his Money, than 
in 3 of them. 


SINCE the aan of this War, the 
French King has created ſome Officers for 
Funerals, called Criers. When any Per- 
ſons die, theſe Officers are ap pointed to take 
care of their Funerals, which they make at 
hat Expence they pleaſe, for no body can 
oppole them, under a very great Penalty. 


co They are allowed for their Trouble, a cer- 
re- uin Sum of Money, and beſides, they en- 
py ſome Privileges and Immunities, as from 
4 * of Soldiers, and other Pariſh 
En ng: N 2 
hal | 
Bann x is a World of other Duties, 
Taxes and Offices, which it would be too 
und Iedious to relate, and, in a manner, impoſ- 
Der- ole. But, I hope, What I have ſaid, is 
nder Nafneient to convince any Man of Brains and 
with enſe, that is not of a reſolved and obſtinate 
aden flexibility, that the French King hath | 
with ried his Tyranny, as well as his Prero- 


gative, 
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gati ve, to à Degree unknown: unto all for. 
mer Ages. III therefore leave this Subject, 
after this ſhort Remark, That in the Neu 
Conqueſts, People are no better treated than 
in France. The Brewers in Mons have 
been lately Erected En Titre Office, and 
have been forced to pay a Hundred Crowns 
a- piece; a Man cannot be admitted into Ho- 
ly Orders, without paying 4 Crowns, nor 
contract Matrimony, without. a Licence, 
which coſts Ten-Shillings. 


I had almoſt forgot mentioning one thing, 
which: is even more intolerable, than the 
heavieſt Tax I have yet ſpoke of; I mean, 
the raiſing or leſſening the Current Coin, 
And to explain my meaning, I muſt obſerve 
to you, That when the French King is at a 
pinch for Money, then he raiſes his Coin, 
as high as he pleaſeth; and afterwards he 
leſſeneth it, when he hath not ſuch neec 
Thus the Lewis d Or's are riſen at this time 
from Eleven to Fourteen Livres, and hi 
Crowns in proportion; ſo that wheneve 
this War ſhall be at an end, People wi 
loſe Four Shillings and Six-pence in ever 
Lewis d'Or, and ſooner too, if this Wa 
continues. For the King, by his Royal E 
aitt, will, as he hath already done ſever: 
times, ſet a lower Value upon the 1am 
pieces, and command them all to be broug 

n in 
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10 the Mint, 8 a certain Rated Time, 


as high as he pleaſes, by which means he 
will get a vaſt profit himſelf, to the De- 
preflion and Ruin of his People, One In- 


{Or's, which are current now at Fourteen 


they muſt be carried to the Mint, where 
the King will pay them at that Price, with 
is new ſtamp'd Coin; and ſome time after, 
ing, hoſe very Lewis d Or's with the new Royal 
Stamp, ſhall be worth Fourteen and Fifteen 
Livres, or whatever other higher Value 
he King is pleaſed to. put them at. 


I muſt not forget neither the Fi ive Milos 
f Livres, that the City of Paris is now, 
this Day, obliged 3 pay the King, as 
je may ſee in our Gazette. This forced 
yment, which amounts to near Four Hun- 
ted Thouſand Pounds Sterling, is a little 
ud, conſidering the other Taxes which' 
lat City is charged withal.. 


under ſevere Penalties, to be new ſtamp'd.; 
and then afterwards he will raiſe the Price 


ſtance will ſerve to clear up this; the Lewis 


Livres, will be valued but at Twelye, and 
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ARTICLE vit. 
Of the French King's yearly Reve- 


nues, and how they are collected. 


\ T Otwithſtanding all the Taxes I have can 
already mentioned, and the many o mies 
thers which I have here omitted, yet th mor. 
French King's yearly Revenue amounts no very 
to fo great a Sum, one would be eaſihi 20,0 
tempted, at firſt, to imagine. I have beei than 
often told, that it came to above a Hundreq King 
and Fifty Millions of Livres; but after 6 4. 
narrow Inquiry into it, I found, that at th 5 4. 
death of Monſieur Colbert, it came only i leaft, 
a Hundred Thirty Three Millions, IV have 
Hundred Thouſand Livres; or Ten Mil tion- 
lions, TWO Hundred Forty Six Thouſand 
One Hundred and Fifty Three Pounds, Sis H 
teen Shillings and Six-pence of our Eng this 


Money. Now when we conſider, th liged 
ſuſce this War, the French King hath rail I kn 
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his Taxes higher than ever they were, and 
created many Offices and Employments, we 
ſhall be apt to think, that his Revenues muſt 
needs be ſo much the more increaſed ; but 
yet, it at the ſame time, we do but refle& 


upon the lamentable Decay of his Trade in 


that Kingdom, we ſhall find, upon a ſerious 
Examination, that the increaſmg of his 
Taxes, can hardly make amends for the 


Loſs of his Cuſtoms, and conſequently that 


his Revenue is much-about what it 'was at 
the time I ſpeak of. 


B U T perhaps Dine indy will ſay, How 
can the French King keep ſuch great Ar- 
mies in Pay, if his yearly Revenue be no 
more? The Anſwer to this Objection is 
very eaſy, to any one who knows that 
20,000 Horſe, ſtands this Nation in more, 
than a Hundred Thouſand coſts the French 
King. Our ſingle Troopers have near 2 f. 
6d. a Day, and the French have hardly 
d. Our Foot-Soldiers have 8 4. or, at 
leaſt, 6 d. in the Field, and the French 
have only S$:x-Þ Es, and the Muni- 


nion Gread. 


eee ee 
this Diſcourſe, but that I think my ſelf ob- 
liged to remove one Objection more, which, 


I know, ſome People will be apt to make 
H 2 Fr againſt 
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againſt me, vi. That if the. French pay 
yearly but Ten Millions, and England Five, 
we lie under harder Circumſtances than 


they do; ſince France is Twice as big as 
England at leaſt. 5 6A | 


TAI s, I confeſs, ſeems at firſt, to be a 


very ſpecious and conſiderable Objection; 


but in anſwering of it, I would deſire my 
Reader, to make, with me, theſe following 
Remarks: Firſt, tis a Truth beyond Con- 
tradiction, that the Taxes laid in England, 
how heavy ſoever they may ſeem to be, are 
but for one Year, and theſe too laid on, as 
by our own Conſent: but thoſe in France 
have been made ' perpetual, by the Grand 
Impoſer on his Subjects Eſtates and Liberties, 
for above theſe 'Twenty Vears. This is a 
very notable Difference. Secondly, It muſt 
be obſerved, that all Taxes in France, except 
the Taille, are let to Farm; whereby it is 
manifeſt, that they muſt produce more than 


what the King receives: For as a Farm in 
any Country, muſt not only produce enough 
to make the Farmer able to pay his Land- 
lord his Rent, but alſo to repay his Ex- 
pences, and to maintain himſelf and his 
Family; juſt ſo it is, in relation to the 
Taxes that are laid on the French. But 
with a far more comfortable Difference to 


* 
* 


the Farmers of the French King's Reyenues, 
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I mean, to thoſe who have the leaſt Finger 
in them; for they, in a ſhort time, become 

A vaſtly rich, that the greateſt Lords in 
France, as the Mareſchal de Lorges, and 
ſeveral others, have thought themſelves happy 
in Marrying their Daughters. 


THESE Farmers advance Money to the 
King, and then they repay themſelves out 
of the People's Pockets, and God knoweth, 
with what Vexations, and Tyrannical Op- 
preſſions; for they are impowered to do 
whateyer they pleaſe. Thole who haye 
computed, as near as poſſible they could, 
how many Men are employed in the levying 
the King's Revenues, do aſſure me, that 
they ate above 80 Thouſand, who are kept 
atthe People's Charges, the keeping of whom 
is dearer, by far, than the barely maintaining 
of a Hundred Thouſand Soldiers: But a 
Man muſt have ſeen this, to believe it. 


Now whoſoever will ſeriouſly conſider 
theſe things, will no doubt, agree with me, 
that the French Nation groans under a very 
flaviſh, and worſe than Egyptian Bondage, 
and that they pay a great deal more, than 
what appears in the Books of the Royal 
Treaſury. I was one day, diſcourſing in 
France upon this Point with a very learned 
Man, and one that very well underſtood this 


Buſineſs, 
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Buſineſs, and he told me, That upon a very 
modeſt Computation, he had found that the 
Kingdom of France paid yearly above 200 
Thouſand Millions, upon account of the 
King's Taxes, that is, above 1 553 84,615 J. 
75. 6 d. Sterling; tho I will not abſolutely 
rely on my Friend's Account, yet this ſmall 
Treatiſe, Il hope, will be enough to convince 
any unprejudiced Perſon, that it is not alto- 


gether im probable. 


I will only now deſire my Readers to 
ruſe this little Book with Care, and then 
to conſider how much they are obliged to 
thoſe who are indefatigable in their Labour 
and Induſtry, to bring this Nation under any 


new Sort of Exciſes. 
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